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Notes for Teachers, Parents, and Librarians

These handouts, activity ideas, and resource links are meant to supplement your students’
reading of THE MISADVENTURES OF MARVIN MILLER by Megan Cassidy. You are free to
use them as you like, copy them for your students, and share with colleagues.

We hope that you will find these resources useful as you’re reading the book. For more
innovative middle grade books and their curriculum guides, visit www.5050press.com

Book Summary
When his friends seem to find girlfriends all at the same time, Marvin is left looking for a date
with no prospects in sight. While desperately trying to find a girlfriend, Marvin and his friends
stumble from one hilariously improbable situation to the next: accidentally setting a fire, causing
a blackout, ruining a wedding, and creating chaos during the final basketball game of the
summer season. It seems as if nothing can ever go right for Marvin, until he finally begins a
relationship with a new African-American girl in town. The problem is, not all of his friends
approve.

Author Visits
Depending on where your school is located, the author of MARVIN MILLER, Megan Cassidy
may be available for an in-person or Skype visit. To request Megan to visit your classroom,
library, or school assembly for a book talk, author Q&A, and book signing, email:
editor@5050press.com

Common Core Standards
The activities in this guide align with Common Core Standards for grades 4 and 5, but can be
adapted for older or younger children. There are more fun activities included in this packet which
are not directly connected with the Core Standards, including art and creative writing assignment
ideas.

READING OF LITERATURE RL.5.2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from
details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. (Chapter Discussion Questions and
Character Worksheets)

RL.5.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative language such as metaphors and similes. (Vocabulary Worksheets and Simile
Worksheets)


http://www.5050press.com/
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WRITING W.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with
reasons and information. (Persuasive Essay Assignment)

W.5.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Persuasive Essay Assignment and Friendly Letter
Assignment)

SPEAKING AND LISTENING SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 or 5 topics
and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (Chapter Discussion
Questions)

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS L.5.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies. (Vocabulary Worksheets).

L.5.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings. (Similes Worksheets)

Themes
While the book is humorous, there are some more serious themes that many young people can
relate to. As you read the book with your class, you may find it helpful to discuss themes such
as: bullying, racism, prejudice, showing off to get attention, friendship, family, and acceptance.

Outside Resources
While the writing assignments and other activities in this guide can be done only by using and
reading the book, you may find it helpful to connect the book to other lessons for your class.

1. The book MARVIN MILLER presents an interracial friendship. You can connect these
sections of the novel to history lessons about Martin Luther King Jr. and the Civil Rights
Movement. Here are some lesson ideas from Education World about Martin Luther King
Jr. All lessons are appropriate for grades 3-8.
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson248.shtmi

2. Diversity and acceptance are major themes in the novel. These lesson plans from One
World, One Heart Beating have interesting ideas for age-appropriate activities teaching
tolerance and acceptance: https://oneworldoneheartbeating.com/for_teachers/teaching-
tolerance/

3. In the first chapter of the book, Marvin is picked on by the school bully. These bullying-
awareness lesson plans from Sacramento State were created for students grades 4-6.
http://www.csus.edu/cbm/bullying%20awareness%20lesson%20plan%204_6.pdf
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Suggested for Further Reading

Here are some other books with similar themes your students might enjoy!

1.

IRMA THE INVENTOR AND THE VAMPIRE SPIDERS by Kimbra Kasch.

How many kids do you know who can build robotic spiders out of scrap metal, develop a
substance that’s stronger than steel, or crash a cyber-wizard's computer from an
undetectable monitor? Well, that’s Irma. Still, all she really wants is to make some
friends and blend in for once, but no matter how hard she tries, Irma always seems to
stand out. This laugh-out-loud middle grade novel encourages readers to explore the
STEM fields while never losing its sense of fun. Like THE MISADVENTURES OF
MARVIN MILLER, IRMA has themes of bullying and acceptance. (Available from
50/50 Press August, 2017).

FREEDOM FOR ME: A CHINESE YANKEE by Stacie Haas

As the Civil War rages, Thomas longs to fight for his country. He’s underage, but his
brother, Robert, claims there’s another reason he can’t fight: there are no Chinese
Yankees. When Thomas is assumed to be a slave because of his appearance, he’s
determined to find a way to fight for the Union cause. Thomas finds that wearing the
same uniform—even battling against the Rebels with his regiment—isn’t enough to shed
the Chinese label from his Yankee status. His traditional Chinese queue (long braid) is
often the target of the boys’ attacks. But when Thomas befriends a runaway slave and the
war moves toward a pivotal moment in Gettysburg, he begins to understand the true
meaning of freedom in America. FREEDOM FOR ME is a historical middle grade novel
based on the life of a real Chinese Yankee, one of only a handful of Chinese soldiers who
served in the American Civil War. Like MARVIN, this novel has themes of diversity and
acceptance. (Available from 50/50 Press November, 2017).

UNDERCOVER CHEFS by Erin Fry

Three unlikely friends join forces to win a baking competition and save their school’s
culinary classroom. Isaac, a nationally-ranked runner; Jane, a shy artist; and J.C., a
rebellious scooter rider—all have a secret passion for cooking. The promise of a cupcake
contest lures them to an unusual classroom on the outskirts of campus. As they share
friendship and a love for cooking, the pressures of the contest start to boil over—a recipe
for disaster that could destroy their chances at winning! The heat is on, and Isaac, Jane
and J.C. must figure out a way to salvage their cupcakes, save the culinary classroom
from being demolished, and protect their secrets before the judges cast their final votes.
Similar to MARVIN, this book has themes of friendship and acceptance. (Available from
50/50 Press Spring 2018).



4. THE WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM—1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of
Flint, Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and brother Byron, who's
thirteen and an "official juvenile delinquent.” When Byron gets to be too much trouble,
they head South to Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person who can shape him up.
And they happen to be in Birmingham when Grandma's church is blown up. This book
was published by Yearling in 1995 and can give students a better idea of what life was
like during the Civil Rights Movement.

5. THE WORST CLASS TRIP EVER by Dave Barry
In this hilarious novel, written in the voice of eighth-grader Wyatt Palmer, Dave Barry
takes us on a class trip to Washington, DC. Wyatt, his best friend, Matt, and a few kids
from Culver Middle School find themselves in a heap of trouble-not just with their
teachers, who have long lost patience with them-but from several mysterious men they
first meet on their flight to the nation's capital. In a fast-paced adventure with the
monuments as a backdrop, the kids try to stay out of danger and out of the doghouse
while trying to save the president from attack-or maybe not. Like MARVIN, the book
features a boy’s misadventures told from a humorous point of view and a fresh voice. The
book was published by Disney-Hyperion in 2015.



Vocabulary Worksheets

Full Vocabulary List for Teachers & Parents

All of the vocabulary words are listed and defined below.

Chapter One

=

Misadventures: Accidents or disasters (Title)

Memes: Photos shared over and over online (pg. 4)

Agriculture: The science of raising animals and farming crops (pg. 9)
Manufacturing: Using machines to produce goods (pg. 9)

Drone: To speak in a dull boring tone (pg. 11)

Sauntering: To walk or stroll in a casual way (pg. 12)

Wobbly: Shaky and unsteady (pg. 13)

Reckon: To think or consider (pgs. 14, 115, and 127)

Scampered: Ran quickly or playfully (pgs. 14 and 36)

10 Chaperone: An adult who helps supervise an activity like a fieldtrip or dance (pg. 17)
11. Briskly: Sharply and quickly (pg. 19)

12. Shenanigans: Pranks and jokes (pg. 19)

©WooN kWD

Chapter Two

13. Fiasco: An event that ends in complete failure (pg. 25)

14. Evacuated: Removed someone from danger to a safe place (pg. 25)

15. Pronouncement: An announcement (pgs. 19 and 28)

16. Skedaddle: Leave quickly or run away (pg. 31)

17. Hazardous: Dangerous or harmful (pg. 34)

18. Calcium Hypochlorite: The scientific name for bleach powder often used when doing
laundry (pgs. 35 and 36)

19. Ammonia: A chemical often used in cleaning (pgs. 35 and 36)

20. Gluten-free: Food without wheat and other grains with starchy proteins (pg. 39)

21. Vegan: Food without meat or animal products such as cheese, milk, or eggs (pg. 39)

22. Shrapnel: Metal fragments thrown out by an explosion (pg. 43)

23. Hooligans: Noisy young men who often destroy property (pg. 46)

24. Begonias: A type of flower (pgs. 25, 44, and 47)

25. Paramedics: People trained to give emergency medical care (pg. 47)

Chapter Three
26. Botched: Messed up or did poorly (pg. 53)



217.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

Pen pal: A friend to whom you write letters (pg. 56)

Homing Pigeon: A type of bird known for carrying messages home over long distances
(pg. 56)

Appreciatively: Gratefully or thankfully (pgs. 57 and 106)

Deflated: Let out air or gas (like from a balloon or tire) (pg. 59)

Lunged: Moved forward suddenly, often to grab something or attack someone (pg. 62)
Seminar: A meeting or assembly held to discuss or learn about a topic (pg. 62)
Considered: Thought carefully about something before making a decision (pgs. 63 and
93)

Convinced: Persuaded to believe or do something (pg. 63)

Chapter Four

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

41.
42.

43.

Hydroelectric: Electricity that is created when water powers a generator (pg. 67)
Powerplant: A building that has generators and engines for creating electricity (pg. 82)
Generator: A machine that changes energy into electricity (pgs. 79 and 82)

Outage: A time when the power supply is turned off or shut down (pgs. 67 and 68)
Surge: A powerful rush or sudden increase in electricity (pgs. 67, 68, and 82)

Racist: Someone who believes that one race is better than another and treats people
unkindly and unjustly because of their race (pgs. 72, 73, 77, 85, 88, and 126)

Cultures: Groups of people with different beliefs and experiences (pg. 80)

Quarry: A large deep pit, from which stone and other materials are mined (pgs. 74, 78,
and 91)

Vicious: Deliberately mean or violent (pg. 78)

Chapter Five (Synonyms)

44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.

Cohorts: Friends (pg. 89)

Alibi: Excuse (pg. 89)

Incident: Event (pgs. 89 and 97)
Downsized: Reduced (pg. 91)
Astonishment: Surprise (pg. 112)
Spectacular: Great (pg. 94)

Hauled: Dragged (pgs. 16 and 112)
Roaring: Noisy (pg. 95)

League: Club (pgs. 27, 114, and 118)

Chapter Six (Synonyms)

53.
54,
55.

Feats: Achievements (pg. 117)
Glowered: Frowned (pgs. 47, 72, and 121)
Conceded: Agreed (pgs. 63 and 123)



56.
S7.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

Bigoted: Prejudiced (pgs. 88 and 129)
Regulation: Guideline (pgs. 130 and 131)
Huddle: Group (pg. 133)

Embellishing: Exaggerating (pg. 133)
Swooped: Leaped (pgs. 91 and 136)
Keen: Critical (pg. 139)

Sprinted: Ran (pg. 142)

Game |deas for Vocabulary Review

Charades: To review the words, consider having the students play charades. Write each
verb from the list on individual 3x5 cards. Break your class into two teams, and have one
individual from each team act out the same word. The team to correctly guess the word
first scores a point.

Pictionary: Write vocabulary words on individual index cards or use your set from
charades. Break your class into two teams, and one individual from each team draws a
picture on the board. Drawers cannot use letters numbers or symbols in their drawings.
The first team to guess the word correctly scores a point.

Memory: Create your own memory game using the vocabulary words above. Write each
word on individual index cards. For each existing card, make a matching card with the
definition or synonym. Students shuffle the cards and arrange them all face down on a
table. Students take turns flipping over two cards. If the cards make a set, the student
keeps the cards and takes an additional turn. The person with the most cards at the end of
the game wins.

Balderdash: Choose some of the more unusual words from the list. Give each student
enough 3x5 cards for the words you’ve chosen. Then, write one word on the board for
your students. Have each student create a fictional definition for the word and write it on
an index card. You write the actual definition on another index card. Collect and shuffle
the cards, and then read all the definitions. Students must try to guess which definition is
the real one. You can also have the students write their best guess to define the word and
see how many are correct.



ANSWER SHEET: Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter One

The vocabulary words for Chapter One are defined below. Fill in the blanks with
the correct words.

=
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Misadventures: Accidents or disasters

Memes: Photos shared over and over online

Agriculture: The science of raising animals and farming crops
Manufacturing: Using machines to produce goods

Drone: To speak in a dull or boring tone

Sauntering: To walk or stroll in a casual way

Wobbly: Shaky and unsteady

Reckon: To think or consider

. Scampered: Ran quickly or playfully

10 Chaperone: An adult who helps supervise an activity like a fieldtrip or dance
11.Briskly: Sharply and quickly
12.Shenanigans: Pranks and jokes

Detroit is a town famous for manufacturing cars, but my hometown has
factories which make clothes and paper products.

Steve couldn’t go swimming after a misadventure in which he fell out of a
tree and broke his arm.

When Steve climbed the tree, he didn’t reckon that a wasp’s nest would be
in the top branch.

Deon used funny pictures of himself to make memes to share online with his
friends.

The farmer studied the science of agriculture in college before deciding to
grow corn and wheat on his farm.



6. Every time my parents drone on about eating healthy vegetables, | want to
fall asleep.

7. The clown sprayed water at people and tripped the birthday boy, but we
didn’t laugh at any of his shenanigans.

8. Even though they were late for school, Olivia and Ava were slowly
sauntering down the street.

9. The table had one short leg and was wobbly and kept tipping over.

10.Always careful to watch us, Mrs. Hooper was the strictest chaperone on the
fieldtrip.

11.At recess, all the kindergarten kids ran and scampered to the playground.

12.1n January, the winter wind blew briskly and stung our faces.



Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter One

The vocabulary words for Chapter One are defined
below. Fill in the blanks with the correct words.

1. Misadventures: Accidents or disasters

2. Memes: Photos shared over and over online

3. Agriculture: The science of raising animals
and farming crops

4. Manufacturing: Using machines to produce
goods

5. Drone: To speak in a dull or boring tone

6. Sauntering: To walk or stroll in a casual way

7. Wobbly: Shaky and unsteady

8. Reckon: To think or consider

9. Scampered: Ran quickly or playfully

10.Chaperone: An adult who helps supervise an
activity like a fieldtrip or dance

11.Briskly: Sharply and quickly

12.Shenanigans: Pranks and jokes

1. Detroit is a town famous for cars, but my
hometown has factories which make clothes and paper products.

2. Steve couldn’t go swimming after a in which he
fell out of a tree and broke his arm.

3. When Steve climbed the tree, he didn’t that a
wasp’s nest would be in the top branch.

4. Deon used funny pictures of himself to make to
share online with his friends.

5. The farmer studied the science of in college before
deciding to grow corn and wheat on his farm.




6. Every time my parents on about eating healthy
vegetables, | want to fall asleep.

7. The clown sprayed water at people and tripped the birthday boy, but we
didn’t laugh at any of his

8. Even though they were late for school, Olivia and Ava were slowly
down the street.

9. The table had one short leg and was and kept
tipping over.

10.Always careful to watch us, Mrs. Hooper was the strictest
on the fieldtrip.

11.At recess, all the kindergarten kids ran and to the
playground.
12.1n January, the winter wind blew and stung our

faces.



ANSWER SHEET: Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Two

The vocabulary words for Chapter Two are defined below. Use the
context clues in bold to fill in the blanks with the correct words.

oA LNE

7.
8.

9.

Fiasco: An event that ends in complete failure

Evacuated: Removed someone from danger to a safe place

Pronouncement: An announcement

Skedaddle: Leave quickly or run away

Hazardous: Dangerous or harmful

Calcium Hypochlorite: The scientific name for bleach powder often used
when doing laundry

Ammonia: A chemical often used in cleaning

Gluten-free: Food without wheat and other grains with starchy proteins
Vegan: Food without meat or animal products such as cheese, milk, or eggs

10.Shrapnel: Metal fragments thrown out by an explosion
11.Hooligans: Noisy young men who often destroy property
12.Begonias: A type of flower

13.Paramedics: People trained to give emergency medical care

During the morning announcements, Mr. Jackson made the pronouncement
that the school fieldtrip was cancelled.

Whenever Andre sees a spider, he skedaddles out of the room, running as
quickly as possible.

Tia tried to make dinner, but failed in a complete fiasco when everything
she cooked burned!

At lunch, Chad eats vegan sandwiches without any meat or cheese because
he loves animals and wants to become a veterinarian.



5. During the flood, Jess and Tom were evacuated and removed from their
home.

6. The flowers my grandmother planted this year included tulips, daisies, and
begonias.

7. Paramedics trained to give emergency medical care were called to help
Jasper when he was injured in a car accident.

8. The car’s engine exploded, sending metal pieces of shrapnel all over the
road!

9. In the science lab, Hailey puts on glasses to use hazardous chemicals so she
won’t harm her eyes.

10.The laundry bleach powder was made with calcium hypochlorite.

11.Carly’s gluten-free bread was made without wheat, but it looked like
regular bread.

12.At the football game, noisy young hooligans tore down the scoreboard and
ruined the field.

13.My father uses the chemical ammonia whenever he cleans our kitchen
floors.



The vocabulary words for Chapter Two are
defined below. Use the context clues in bold to
fill in the blanks with the correct words.

N =
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7.
8.

9.

Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Two

Fiasco: An event that ends in complete failure
Evacuated: Removed someone from danger to a
safe place

Pronouncement: An announcement

Skedaddle: Leave quickly or run away
Hazardous: Dangerous or harmful

Calcium Hypochlorite: The scientific name for bleach powder often used
when doing laundry

Ammonia: A chemical often used in cleaning

Gluten-free: Food without wheat and other grains with starchy proteins
Vegan: Food without meat or animal products such as cheese, milk, or eggs

10.Shrapnel: Metal fragments thrown out by an explosion
11.Hooligans: Noisy young men who often destroy property
12.Begonias: A type of flower

13.Paramedics: People trained to give emergency medical care

During the morning announcements, Mr. Jackson made the
that the school fieldtrip was cancelled.

Whenever Andre sees a spider, he out of the room,
running as quickly as possible.

Tia tried to make dinner, but failed in a complete
when everything she cooked burned!




10.The laundry bleach powder was made with

. At lunch, Chad eats sandwiches without any meat
or cheese because he loves animals and wants to become a veterinarian.

. During the flood, Jess and Tom were and
removed from their home.

. The flowers my grandmother planted this year included tulips, daisies, and

trained to give emergency medical care were
called to help Jasper when he was injured in a car accident.

. The car’s engine exploded, sending metal pieces of all
over the road!

. In the science lab, Hailey puts on glasses to use
chemicals so she won’t harm her eyes.

11.Carly’s bread was made without wheat, but it

looked like regular bread.

12.At the football game, noisy young tore down the

scoreboard and ruined the field.

13.My father uses the chemical whenever he cleans

our kitchen floors.



ANSWER SHEET: Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Three

The vocabulary words for Chapter Three are defined below. Use the bold context
clues to fill in the blanks with the correct words.

1. Botched: Messed up or did poorly

Pen pal: A friend to whom you write letters

3. Homing Pigeon: A type of bird known for carrying messages home over
long distances

4. Appreciatively: Gratefully or thankfully

5. Deflated: Let out air or gas (like from a balloon or tire):

6. Lunged: Moved forward suddenly, often to grab something or attack
someone

7. Seminar: A meeting or assembly held to discuss or learn about a topic

8. Considered: Thought carefully about something before making a decision

9. Convinced: Persuaded to believe or do something

no

1. Mr. Michael’s lecture and seminar teaching us about Niagara Falls was so
boring, I almost fell asleep.

2. While planning our vacation, we carefully thought about and considered
the fun activities available in each location.

3. The doctor messed up. She botched Juan’s surgery when she operated on his
arm instead of his leg.

4. Hunter and Mason wanted to go skydiving. They came up with good

arguments, but I am still not persuaded or convinced | should go along.

5. Paul was starving after he missed breakfast. When the bell rang, he ran into
the cafeteria, leaped up and lunged forward to grab the last piece of pizza.



. Since my cousin lives so far away, we became pen pals and regularly
exchange letters to keep in touch.

. When Juanita rode over a nail, her bicycle tire deflated and went flat almost
instantly.

. The princess tied a note to the leg of a homing pigeon, hoping someone
would find the bird’s message and come to rescue her.

. Mayor Landon shook my hand appreciatively and thanked me for all the
hard work | did restoring the community garden.




The vocabulary words for Chapter Three are defined
below. Use the bold context clues to fill in the blanks
with the correct words.

no

Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Three

Botched: Messed up or did poorly

Pen pal: A friend to whom you write letters
Homing Pigeon: A type of bird known for carrying messages home over
long distances

Appreciatively: Gratefully or thankfully

Deflated: Let out air or gas (like from a balloon or tire):

Lunged: Moved forward suddenly, often to grab something or attack
someone

Seminar: A meeting or assembly held to discuss or learn about a topic
Considered: Thought carefully about something before making a decision
Convinced: Persuaded to believe or do something

Mr. Michael’s lecture and teaching us about
Niagara Falls was so boring, | almost fell asleep.

While planning our vacation, we carefully thought about and
the fun activities available in each location.

The doctor messed up. She Juan’s surgery when
she operated on his arm instead of his leg.

Hunter and Mason wanted to go skydiving. They came up with good
arguments, but I am still not persuaded or | should
go along.




. Paul was starving after he missed breakfast. When the bell rang, he ran into
the cafeteria, leaped up and forward to grab the
last piece of pizza.

. Since my cousin lives so far away, we became and
regularly exchange letters to keep in touch.

. When Juanita rode over a nail, her bicycle tire and
went flat almost instantly.

. The princess tied a note to the leg of a , hoping
someone would find the bird’s message and come to rescue her.

. Mayor Landon shook my hand and thanked me
for all the hard work | did restoring the community garden.




ANSWER SHEET: Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Four

Write the correct definition next to each word. Then use the vocabulary word in a sentence

o gk w
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Hydroelectric: Electricity that is created when water powers a generator
Powerplant: A building that has generators and engines for creating electricity
Generator: A machine that changes energy into electricity

Outage: A time when the power supply is turned off or shut down

Surge: A powerful rush or sudden increase in electricity

Racist: Someone who believes that one race is better than another and treats people
unkindly and unjustly because of their race

Cultures: Groups of people with different beliefs and experiences

Quarry: A pit where stone and other substances are mined

Vicious: Mean or cruel on purpose

Sentence answers will vary

=
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Write the correct definition next to each word. Then use the vocabulary
word in a sentence

1.

Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Four

Hydroelectric:

Powerplant:

Generator:
Outage:
Surge:
Racist:

Cultures

Quarry:

Vicious:

A time when the power supply is turned off or shut down

Groups of people with different beliefs and experiences

Electricity that is created when water powers a generator

Someone who believes that one race is better than another and treats people
unkindly and unjustly because of their race

Mean or cruel on purpose

A building that has generators and engines for creating electricity

A pit where stone and other substances are mined

A powerful rush or sudden increase in electricity

A machine that changes energy into electricity



Now, write a sentence using each vocabulary word.
1.



ANSWER SHEET: Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Five

Find the word’s synonym and then use the word in a sentence

Cohorts: Friends

Alibi: Excuse

Incident: Event
Downsized: Reduced
Astonishment: Surprise
Spectacular: Great
Hauled: Dragged
Roaring: Noisy
League: Club
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Now, write a sentence using each vocabulary word. (Sentences will vary)



Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Five

Find the word’s synonym and then use the word in a sentence

1. Cohorts Great
2. Alibi Excuse
3. Incident Club
4. Downsized Surprise
5. Astonishment Dragged
6. Spectacular Friends
7. Hauled Reduced
8. Roaring Event
9. League Noisy

Now, write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

1.






ANSWER SHEET: Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Six

Find the word’s synonym and then use the word in a sentence

=

Feats: Achievements
Glowered: Frowned
Conceded: Agreed

Bigoted: Prejudiced
Regulation: Guideline
Huddle: Group
Embellishing: Exaggerating
Swooped: Leaped

. Keen: Critical

10. Sprinted: Ran
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Now, write a sentence using each vocabulary word. (Sentences will vary)



Vocabulary Worksheet for Chapter Six

Find the word’s synonym and then use the word in a
sentence

1. Feats Exaggerating
2. Glowered Frowned

3. Conceded Group

4. Bigoted Leaped

5. Regulation Critical

6. Huddle Ran

7. Embellishing Achievement
8. Swooped Guideline

9. Keen Prejudiced
10.Sprinted Agreed

Now, write a sentence using each vocabulary word.
1.



10.



Marvin Miller Simile Worksheets

A simile is a comparison of two unlike things using the words “like” or “as.”

A few similes from your book are below. Underline the simile and answer the questions below.

1. “What’s wrong with Riley?” I looked out the door. She was talking to Cody and wearing
a yellow dress as sunny as her smile.

Question: What two things does Marvin compare? How are they similar?

2. My mother smiled. If | had been Mrs. Banner right then, I would have stopped talking
because my mom was like a shark. Her eyes went into slits and her lips pressed into a
thin smile. She only does this when she’s about to yell or tell you exactly what’s what.
The last time | got that smile was the summer | lied about breaking a lamp after Cody and
| played basketball inside the house.

Question: Why do you think Marvin compares his mother to a shark?

3. Whenever Bruce gets his hands on that ball, he prances around with it like he’s never
played the game a day in his life. He dribbles with his hand straight out in front of him
like a zombie.

Question: In your imagination, what does a zombie look like? How is Bruce like a zombie?

4. “Just wait until you see how my grandpa dances,” I wiggled around in imitation, legs
moving like a bowl full of jelly and arms flailing wildly.

Question: What two things does Marvin compare here? Have you ever danced like this?

5. Jasper lay there lazily, like a sack of potatoes waiting to be made into French fries.

Question: What else could you compare Jasper the pig to?



Similes are comparisons using the words “like” or “as.” Similes can help make your writing
more interesting. Read the sentences below. Replace the underlined word with a simile to
make a stronger sentence!

1. Marvin was happy.
Example: Marvin was as happy as a puppy running through a park. OR
Marvin was like a happy puppy running through a park.

2. The basketball game was exciting!

3. Riley was sad.

4. Cody’s homework was difficult.

5. Charlotte’s bedroom was messy.

6. Bruce and his mother were mean.

7. Marvin’s friend Dan speaks quietly.

8. The water going over Niagara Falls is loud.

9. While hanging from the basketball hoop, Marvin looked silly.




Marvin Miller Character Worksheets

Character Descriptions: Fill in the details for Marvin, Riley, Max, and Cody. See how much you
can remember!

Character Description for Marvin

Last Name:
Age:

Physical Description (Height, Skin Tone, Hair Color, etc.):

Personality Traits:

Interests and Hobbies:

Find a passage or sentence in the book that demonstrates one of Marvin’s personality traits.

Character Description for Riley

Last Name:
Age:

Physical Description (Height, Skin Tone, Hair Color, etc.):

Personality Traits:

Interests and Hobbies:

Find a passage or sentence in the book that demonstrates one of Riley’s personality traits.



Character Description for Max

Last Name:
Age:

Physical Description (Height, Skin Tone, Hair Color, etc.):

Personality Traits:

Interests and Hobbies:

Find a passage or sentence in the book that demonstrates one of Max’s personality traits.

Character Description for Cody

Last Name:
Age:

Physical Description (Height, Skin Tone, Hair Color, etc.):

Personality Traits:

Interests and Hobbies:

Find a passage or sentence in the book that demonstrates one of Cody’s personality traits.



Create Your Own Character Worksheet

Sometimes writers do a character description before including a character in their books. It helps
to picture who the character will be. Write your own character description for a new friend

Marvin could meet in the next book!

Examples of personality traits include:

e Adventurous
e Annoyed

e Bossy

e Brainy
Brave
Careful
Cheerful
Daring
Dependable
Embarrassed
Energetic
Fair
Foolish
Friendly
Fun
Gloomy
Grouchy
Gentle

First Name:
Last Name:
Age:

Physical Description (Height, Skin Tone, Hair Color, etc.):

Personality Traits:

Interests and Hobbies:

Happy
Healthy

Hopeful
Humorous
Imaginative
Intelligent
Kind
Lonely
Leader
Mean
Messy
Mysterious
Nervous
Nice

Noisy

Old
Peaceful
Polite

Your New Character Description

Popular
Quiet
Quick
Rich
Rude
Sad
Scared
Selfish
Shy

Silly
Thankful
Trustworthy
Unhappy
Upset
Warm
Wicked
Wise
Worried



Marvin Miller Discussion Questions

There are questions for each chapter. On each sheet, questions 1-5 are reading comprehension
questions to ensure students have read and understood the text. Questions 6 and following are
analysis questions for readers to dig deeper and connect to the text.

Activity Ideas

1. Large Group Discussion: The questions for each chapter can be used in large group
discussion with the entire class.

2. Small Group Discussion: Break the students up into groups of four. You don’t have to
assign roles. Or, you can assign roles so that one student is the “recorder” who writes the
group answers, one is the “leader” who asks the questions, one is the “time keeper” and
makes sure the group stays within time limits, and the last is the “encourager” who makes
sure that the discussion is respectful and interesting.

3. Rotating Roles: Keep students in the same groups through the entire unit. For each
chapter, you can rotate the roles between the students so that the group leader in week
one becomes the recorder in week two and the time keeper in week three.

4. Think-Pair-Share: You can also use them in a think-pair-share activity in which
students write the answers on their own, pair with a friend to exchange ideas, and then
share during a larger class discussion.

5. Short Answer: Instead of discussing the questions, pick two or three from each chapter
and have students write a paragraph to answer each question.

6. Interviews: Line the desks in two rows, facing each other. Break the students into two
groups. Group One sits in one row of desks. Each person in this row has a question at the
top of a piece of paper. Group Two sits in the chairs across from them. Have the students
from Group One ask their question. The student sitting across the aisle will answer it
while the Group One students record their answers. Then, after two minutes, have Group
Two students move one seat down (the person at the end goes to the beginning of the
line). Then, Group Two students answer the next question. At the end, put the desks back
and have each student from Group One read the answers they were given.



Misadventures of Marvin Miller Chapter One Questions

. Where were Marvin and his friends going on the bus?

. Why did Marvin want a girlfriend for the summer?

. At the farm, what did Max dare Marvin to do?

. After going to the farm, what happened to Marvin on the bus?

. How did Marvin’s father punish him for what happened on the bus?

. Who does the principal thank in the newsletter that begins Chapter One?

. Who could you thank at your school for doing hard work? What could you
do to thank them?

. Why do you think Marvin was showing off so much?



9. Have you ever taken a dumb or dangerous dare like Marvin did? What
happened?

10.How was Max bullying Marvin?

11.Have you ever been bullied? What did you do about it?

12.Marvin’s fieldtrip was to a farm and factory. Have you ever been on a
fieldtrip? What is the most fun fieldtrip you’ve ever taken? Or, if you’ve
never been on a fieldtrip, where would you like to go?

13.How do you think Miss Hannigan, Mrs. Green, and Mrs. Snipe felt about
what happened on the bus?

14.How do you think your parents or teachers feel when you make a mistake?

15.What is Marvin worried about at the end of the chapter?

16.1f you were Marvin, what would you do after making such a big mistake?

17.What do you think was the funniest part of this chapter?



Misadventures of Marvin Miller Chapter Two Questions

. Why didn’t Cody’s mother let him sign up for basketball?

. Who won the basketball game?

. Why didn’t Marvin want to play with the train he and Cody found in the
basement?

. What did Marvin and Cody do with the rules to the chemistry set?

. What happened when Marvin and Cody set off the fireworks?

. Based on the basketball game, what do you know about Cody, Dan, and
Bruce’s personality traits?

. Marvin and Cody want to invent or discover something using the chemistry
set. If you could invent something, what would it be?

. Have you ever done something reckless like Marvin and Cody did by
playing the chemistry set? Did anything disastrous happen?

. Why do you think Marvin keeps showing off for people?



10.Why do you think he wanted to show off for Emma, a girl he doesn’t even
like?

11.Why did Bruce and his family hide after the explosion?

12.Did you think Bruce and his family were being ridiculous when they hid
after the explosion? Or would you have done the same thing?

13.Why do you think Marvin wanted to help replant Mrs. Allgrove’s flowers?
What did he learn from this experience?

14.What was your favorite part of this chapter?

15.Do you think you’d be friends with Marvin? Why or why not?



Misadventures of Marvin Miller Chapter Three Questions

. How did Bruce get a pen pal?

. What did Marvin learn about Riley and Riley’s brothers from the letters?

. Where did Marvin want to meet Riley and the other Robinsons?

. Who didn’t want to go to meet the Robinsons?

. What happened to the boys’ bikes while they were hiking?

. Have you ever had a pen pal? What would you tell a pen pal if you had one?

. Did Bruce’s mother have a reason to be angry with Marvin? Or was she just
mean?

. Has a friend’s parent ever been mean to you? Was there a reason they were
mean? What did you do about it?

. Was Dan right to be worried about Marvin’s campout idea? Or do you think
they should have gone on the campout anyway?



10.Have you ever had anything stolen from you? What did you do about it? (Or
what would you do in that situation?)

11. Marvin and Bruce don’t always get along. Why do you think they fight so
much?

12. Cody is Marvin’s best friend. Why do you think Marvin seems to like Cody
more than Dan and Bruce?



Misadventures of Marvin Miller Chapter Four Questions

. Who does Bruce think stole the boys’ bicycles?

. Why does Bruce refuse to talk to Riley or her brothers?

. What happened to Riley’s father when he was driving a nice car through his
neighborhood?

. What does Bruce throw into the generator?

. What happened after Bruce threw something into the generator?

. Marvin was bullied by Max. Riley was discriminated against by Bruce. How
were their experiences similar? How were they different?

. Marvin calls Bruce a “racist.” What do you think that word means?

. How was Bruce being a racist?

. Have you ever known anyone who was racist or prejudiced against someone
because of the color of their skin, their race, their culture, or their religion?



10.What could you say to someone who is acting that way?

11.Marvin stands up for Riley. Do you think it was difficult for him to say those
things to Bruce?

12.Have you ever tried to stop a bully? What did you say? Did it work?

13.When Marvin’s dad sees him come home, he asks him, “Did you cause all
this?” and then says, “On second thought, don’t tell me. I don’t know, and I
don’t want to know.” Why do you think he doesn’t want Marvin to tell him
the truth?

14.How did Marvin’s parents react when he finally told them the truth?

15.Why do you think Marvin’s dad was proud of him? How do you think your
mom or dad would react if you were Marvin in this situation?



Misadventures of Marvin Miller Chapter Five Questions

. Who got married in this chapter?

. Where did Marvin, his friends, and his family stop on the way to the
wedding?

. Why did Marvin decide to let Jasper out of the pen?

. What happened once they let Jasper out?

. What do Marvin and Cody’s mothers decide to do with them for the rest of
the summer?

. Why do you think Stacy disliked Marvin? Do you think he gave her reasons
to dislike him?

. Have you ever been to Niagara Falls? If so, what was it like? If not, where
was the coolest place you ever traveled to?

. Why did Riley not want Charlotte to touch her hair?

. Did you understand Riley’s feelings? Have you ever felt like Riley?



10.Riley didn’t want to go into the church. Why do you think she felt this way?

11.Marvin let Jasper out because he wanted to make his sister happy. Do you
have younger brothers or sisters? Have they ever gotten you into trouble like
this?

12.How did Marvin’s parents know that Marvin, Cody, Charlotte, and Riley
had been up to mischief?

13.Have your parents or teachers ever seemed to “just know” that you were
doing something wrong?

14.What do you think Marvin’s grandpa meant when he said, “We always said
that Stacy would get married when pigs fly”?

15.Were you glad that Jasper the pig was able to escape?

16.Why did Marvin’s mother hold onto Riley and Charlotte’s hands?

17.What did you like most about this chapter?



Misadventures of Marvin Miller Chapter Six Questions

. What basketball team did Marvin play for?

. What did Marvin and Cody keep talking and singing about?

. Who was Marvin surprised to see on his basketball team?

. What did Marvin decide to do to impress Riley?

. What happened to Marvin when he tried to make a dunk shot during the
final game?

. Marvin practiced basketball and tried to be a better player. Do you play a
sport? Or do you have another hobby like art or music? How do you feel
about practicing to get better? Is it fun or is it just a lot of hard work?

. Why do you think Max bullied Marvin?

. Why do you think Max’s bullying stopped by the end of the book?



9. Do you think Marvin’s dunking stunt was a disaster or a success?

10. Why do you think Riley likes Marvin?

11. Why do you think Marvin likes Riley?

12. What was the funniest scene in the book?

13. Was there anything in the book you didn’t like?

14. What was your favorite part of the book?

15. Would you read another book about Marvin and his friends?



Friendly Letter Assignment

In Chapter Three, Marvin and his friends write to pen
pals. Imagine that Marvin is your pen pal. Write a letter
to Marvin telling him a bit about you and some of your
funniest misadventures. Make sure to include all the
parts of a friendly letter that are described below!

Parts of a Friendly Letter
1. Heading

a. On the top of the page on the left side
b. Include your address and the date

2. Greeting
a. Dear Marvin,
b. Always put a comma after the person’s name

3. Body
a. Indent the first line of each paragraph
b. Include details that will be interesting for the person you’re writing to
c. Ask questions for your new pen pal to answer later in his next letter

4. Closing
a. Written on the left side of the page
b. It lines up with the heading
c. Examples include: Love, Yours Truly, Thanks, Sincerely, Your Friend
d. Have a comma after the closing

5. Signature: Sign your name underneath the closing

In the space below or on the back, brainstorm your ideas for what to include in the
body. Think about your interests, hobbies, travels, friends, family, and other things
about yourself you might want to share.



Persuasive Essay Assignment

Marvin learned to get along with Max, the school bully. He
also stood up for Riley when she was being bullied and
discriminated against by Bruce. Marvin didn’t convince
Bruce to be different in this book, but hopefully Bruce will
change his mind later on.

Situation: Catia is a new girl at your school who is from a

different country. She is very quiet and does not speak much English. Catia wears
dresses that are traditional in her home country where she is from, but they look
somewhat unusual in your classroom. During recess, one of your friends begins to
tease Catia about her accent and her dresses. Catia turns to run away. Your friend
pushes Catia, and she falls down, crying.

Assignment: Write a persuasive essay convincing your friend to be nicer to Catia.

Outline
Introduction
1. Begin your essay with an interesting hook to grab the reader’s attention.
2. Inyour first paragraph, identify the problem and your position.

Body
3. State your main argument.
4. Explain your reasons for why your friend should be nicer.
5. Describe ways your friend could make Catia feel included.

Conclusion
6. Finish with a conclusion that summarizes your ideas and then asks your
friend to do something to make up for teasing and pushing Catia

Brainstorm some ideas below or on the back. Jot down things you could say to
make your friend change.



Creative Writing Assignment

Marvin ended his school fieldtrip by getting sick after taking
on a dare. Then, he exploded his mother’s gardening shed.
His friends’ bikes were all stolen. He and Bruce caused a
blackout. He ruined his cousin’s wedding. And he turned into
a laughingstock during the last basketball game of the
summer season. It seems like nothing can ever go right for
Marvin!

But now, you get to choose his next misadventure! What
crazy thing will Marvin do next? It’s your turn to write about
Marvin, his sister Charlotte, Riley, Cody, Max, Bruce, and
Dan!

Write a short story that takes place after the book ends. Now it’s fall and Marvin is
starting eighth grade. He has a date with Riley planned and is going to be on the
junior varsity basketball team. What happens next?

In the space below, brainstorm some ideas for the beginning, middle, and end of
your story!



Art Project Ideas

Chapter One Art Projects

Draw Marvin taking the dare from Max and drinking milk at the farm.
Draw Marvin getting sick on the bus.

. If you have more time (and don’t mind things getting messy) and if you’re at home, you
can make fake vomit. Use the instructions here for fake snot, but use red or orange food
coloring instead of green. http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/fake-snot-edible-gelatin-
slime-science-activity/

Chapter Two Art Projects

Draw a picture to illustrate the funniest moment in this chapter.

Make your own version of Marvin’s gardening shed using popsicle sticks and glue. Try it
on your own, or get more complex directions here:
https://micador.com.au/blogs/ideas/2016/Oct/14/super-strong-structures-cabin

Marvin lives in a small town. Draw a picture of what you think his neighborhood looks
like.

Chapter Three Art Projects

Marvin loves basketball. Make your own basketball out of papier-maché. Directions are
here: http://www.mammabearsworld.com/2016/03/08/paper-mache-basketball-decor/

Marvin and his friends have their bikes stolen. Do your own watercolor version of what
Marvin’s bike might look like. Directions can be found here:
http://www.shinebritezamorano.com/2012/10/biking-around.html

Look at the pen pal letters again in this chapter. Based on what you learned about the
characters in those letters, draw a picture of one of the Robinsons.


http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/fake-snot-edible-gelatin-slime-science-activity/
http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/fake-snot-edible-gelatin-slime-science-activity/
https://micador.com.au/blogs/ideas/2016/Oct/14/super-strong-structures-cabin
http://www.mammabearsworld.com/2016/03/08/paper-mache-basketball-decor/
http://www.shinebritezamorano.com/2012/10/biking-around.html

Chapter Four Art Projects

Draw or paint a picture to illustrate the fight between Marvin and Bruce.
Draw a portrait of Riley.
Use watercolors to paint the forest where Marvin and Riley went hiking. Directions are

here: https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/birch-trees-watercolor-lesson/ (Note, these
depict a winter scene. Marvin and Riley hike in the summer)

Chapter Five Art Projects

Use pastels to illustrate the funniest scene in this chapter.

Make your own flying pig using papier-méache and cardboard toilet roll tubes. The
directions are here:
http://frame.bloglovin.com/frame?post=2220953495&group=0&frame_type=a&blog=38
78607&link=aHROcDovL3BsYnJvd24uYmxvZ3Nwb3QuY29tLzZIwMTQvVMDEVZWFz
dC1mbHIpbmctcGInLWNvbnNOcnV|dGlvbilmb3ltcGFwaWVyLmhObWw

. Or, make a piggy bank from cardboard and an old plastic milk jug. The directions are
here: http://www.clubhousemagazine.com/create/piggy-bank

Make a raised-salt painting of Niagara Falls. Directions are here:
https://artfulparent.com/2017/01/raised-salt-painting.html

Chapter Six Art Projects

Make your own basketball table game. The directions are here:
https://stuffedsuitcase.com/diy-tabletop-basketball-game-fun-basketball-party-ideas/

Make a basketball themed book cover. The directions are here:
http://craftscollection.net/?p=58

. Draw a picture to illustrate the moment when Marvin gets stuck while trying to dunk a
basketball.


https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/birch-trees-watercolor-lesson/
http://frame.bloglovin.com/frame?post=2220953495&group=0&frame_type=a&blog=3878607&link=aHR0cDovL3BsYnJvd24uYmxvZ3Nwb3QuY29tLzIwMTQvMDEvZWFzdC1mbHlpbmctcGlnLWNvbnN0cnVjdGlvbi1mb3ItcGFwaWVyLmh0bWw
http://frame.bloglovin.com/frame?post=2220953495&group=0&frame_type=a&blog=3878607&link=aHR0cDovL3BsYnJvd24uYmxvZ3Nwb3QuY29tLzIwMTQvMDEvZWFzdC1mbHlpbmctcGlnLWNvbnN0cnVjdGlvbi1mb3ItcGFwaWVyLmh0bWw
http://frame.bloglovin.com/frame?post=2220953495&group=0&frame_type=a&blog=3878607&link=aHR0cDovL3BsYnJvd24uYmxvZ3Nwb3QuY29tLzIwMTQvMDEvZWFzdC1mbHlpbmctcGlnLWNvbnN0cnVjdGlvbi1mb3ItcGFwaWVyLmh0bWw
http://www.clubhousemagazine.com/create/piggy-bank
https://artfulparent.com/2017/01/raised-salt-painting.html
https://stuffedsuitcase.com/diy-tabletop-basketball-game-fun-basketball-party-ideas/
http://craftscollection.net/?p=58

Art Projects for After Whole Book

Draw six boxes on your paper—three on the top and three on the bottom. Pick your
favorite scene from the book. In the boxes, create a comic strip depicting that scene.
Worksheets with boxes already drawn can be found here: http://comicbookpaper.com/six-

panels/

Pick your favorite scene from the book and draw that scene from a different character’s
perspective. For example: What does the ruined garden look like to Marvin’s mother?
What does Marvin’s fight with Bruce look like to Riley? What does his basketball stunt
look like to Charlotte or Cody?

Design your own book cover. Take a cereal box and cover it with white paper. Then,
make a book cover for Marvin’s next set of misadventures. Be sure to draw a picture on
the front and put a description of your new book on the back, just like a real book cover!

Make masks or sock puppets of the characters in the book. Then, reenact scenes or come
up with new adventures for Marvin and his friends.

Marvin learns to stand up to bullies who want to say mean hurtful things to him and his
friends. Have the class draw or paint self-portraits in whatever medium or style they
choose.

Then, do a BUNTD activity—Build Up Not Tear Down. Have the students go to each
person’s picture and write something nice about that person on the back or underneath the
picture.

An example is here: https://s-media-cache-
ak0.pinimg.com/736x/c8/b7/f0/c8b7f0d474ff7d3a0e79f0878cebed79.jpg



http://comicbookpaper.com/six-panels/
http://comicbookpaper.com/six-panels/
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/c8/b7/f0/c8b7f0d474ff7d3a0e79f0878cebed79.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/c8/b7/f0/c8b7f0d474ff7d3a0e79f0878cebed79.jpg

